WALTER ZIMMIERRMARNN

Vom Nutzen des Lassens
io981 - 1984
nach Meister Eckart

Epilog:
SEIi-BSTVERGESSEN

fiir Sprechstimme mit obligaten Klangen
{Ein - beliebig viele Spieler)



Walter Zimimermann

SELBSTVERGESSEN
SELF-FORGETTING

Version for the Merce Cunningham Dance Company (1991) for 4 players/singers.

One to four voice[s] trained or untrained, sung and/or whispered [1-4 ad lib.] violin [1]
(g string to f), bandoneon [2], glassharmonica [3], cow bells [4] (with soft sticks) and live
electronic processing of the sound decays. Words by MEISTER ECKHART (13th century)

The piece is to be played such that each participating musician realizes his own tempo around
(§ = 60) without coordination with any other musician. The result will be an involuntary
heterophony, which is not moving away too far from the pulse. No canonic situations should
emerge, rather a constant flux between the parts like pre- or after-echoes should arise. This
oscillating flux of the pitches should allow to perceive this "Not yet" and "Not anymore"
which is SELFFORGETTING. A state of mind where one cannot focus on the self, mirrored
in the unfocused progression of the pitches. The voices are intonating words by Meister
Eckhart which are put in a non grammatical order via a magic square of the 12th order and
consist only of prime numbers. The players / singers don't have to intonate all the words and
are free to choose the words they like so sing / whisper etc. together with their playing of the
Pitches. Also the players are {ree to omit pitches, so that each player finds his own material:
independent of the other, to avoid any fixed canon¥herdouble stops cannot be played one can
choose either pitch, preferable the harmonically more complex one. Since the piece as it is
progressing is getting denser an allover ritardando is recommended. The end at page 13
should become a coordination point with the word "Bewegung" (movement), which allows
the last phrase to be played in an unfocused "unisono",

The graphic time/space distribuition of the words of MEISTER ECKHART could also serve
the dancers for choreographic decisions.

Walter Zimmermann was born in Schwabach in 1949, and studied in Germany, Holland and
the USA. In 1975 he travelled around the USA, recording conversations with 23 composers,
which are reproduced in his book "Desert Plants". In 1976 he made a number of recordings of
folk music, including music from his native Franconia, which provided the basic material for
his cycle "Lokale Musik". In 1977 he founded the Beginner Studies in Cologne, which
presented regular concerts of new music. During 1987 he lived in Rome and he now lives in
Frankfuri. 1989 Schneider Schoit Preis, 1990 Prix Tialia. Composition Cycles: (selected)
Beginner's mind, Lokale Musik, Vom Nuizen des Lassens, Sternwanderung, Wiisien-
wanderung, Residua; Music Theatre: Die Blinden, Uber die Doifer, Hyperion.
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